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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

82. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for the Environment:  
I refer to the discussion paper about the proposed biodiversity conservation bill and biodiversity conservation 
strategy. 

(1) By what date does the minister intend to have finished analysing submissions in response to the 
discussion paper on the proposed biodiversity conservation strategy?   

(2) By what date after the answer to part (1) does the minister intend to release a draft biodiversity 
conservation strategy?   

(3) By what date after the answer to part (2) does the government intend to release a final biodiversity 
conservation strategy?   

(4) Does the minister agree that progressing the proposed biodiversity conservation bill need not be delayed 
by any of the above deadlines?  

(5) If yes to part (4), when will the minister release a draft biodiversity conservation bill?   

(6) If no to part (4), why not?   

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank Hon Giz Watson for some notice of the question.  I also thank her particularly for asking me this question 
because she understands how much I enjoy representing the Minister for the Environment in forums such as this.   

Hon Graham Giffard interjected.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I do enjoy representing the Minister for the Environment.  It does my green credentials 
no harm at all. 

(1) Submissions close on 15 April 2005 and the date by which an analysis will be completed will depend 
on the number and complexity of submissions received.  Nevertheless, the Department of Conservation 
and Land Management’s aim is to complete the analysis before the end of June 2005.   

(2) The minister intends to release a draft strategy in the final quarter of 2005.   

(3) The minister intends to release a final strategy by mid-2006.   

(4) Yes.   

(5) Preparation of a draft biodiversity conservation bill is a complex undertaking and priority for its 
drafting needs to be considered in the context of the government’s overall legislation program.  The 
minister’s intention is to introduce the bill into Parliament in 2006 and to have prior consultation on a 
draft bill.   

(6) Not applicable.   
 


